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News/Comment  
 

Póstavísinir (Postal Money Order) rates to Great Britain and Ireland from 1/9.1909. There is a typing 

error in Appendix 8 of the latest edition of Iceland Postal Rates 1873-2009. Amend 8aur per 36kr to 18aur 

per 36kr.   

There are nearly 200 readers of this magazine, so there must be a wide range of different Iceland subjects 

which are of interest. If any of your favourite subjects are rarely, or never discussed in the magazine, please 

let the editor know. I will  make an effort to cover your topic.  

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Census  

As we, a group of members of Islandssamlarna/Islandsklubben in Sweden, are currently working on 

collecting information on the following subjects, we would like to request your assistance with images of 

such items which you may have in your collection. Good pictures originating elsewhere would also be of 

help. Should you be scanning or photographing the items specifically for this purpose, we would appreciate 

if you would save the images in a resolution of at least 300dpi.  

Full confidentiality will be kept as to where images originated. 

Please send any images to: islandsklubben@gmail.com 

Thank you for your help, Steinar Fridthorsson, chairman of Islandsklubben Gothenburg 

Manuscript cancellations 

ô  

In order to extend the current Facit listing of these, we are working on collecting images of postal 

manuscript cancellations (including numerals) . Many manuscript cancellations are however of a fiscal 

nature, and as such are not within the scope of this census; if in doubt, we ask you to please send them along 

anyway as we should be able to distinguish them in most cases. 

1916-1917 Önundarfjörður Christmas Post Local Stamps 

 

For a future article and listing of these issues in the Facit Special catalogue we would appreciate images of 

any single copies of the three different stamps you might possess as well as any Christmas cards with such 

stamps. Good images originating elsewhere would also come in good use here. We ask you to kindly include 

information as to whether unused stamps are mint never hinged, mint hinged or without gum. 

 

mailto:islandsklubben@gmail.com
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A great find, maybe from Illugastaðir? Jarle Reiersen 

 
These 3 covers have hardly been seen by any stamp collector earlier. They were found within a larger lot 

donated as charity to the Icelandic Lutheran Mission (ILM). This specific lot of stamp material donated to 

the ILM consisted of washed stamps, paper cuts and covers. Within the washed stamps and paper cuts other 

good cancels were discovered, but they will not be published here. The origin of this lot is most likely a 

donation from the farm Illugastaðir not far from Hvammstangi - perhaps after an estate and clean-up. 

The ILM receives a significant amount of stamp materials annually, aimed to sell for charity. The materials 

are sorted out and offered for sale; most of it is not of very special interest for experienced stamp collectors. 

Although sometimes, better items are popping up - as shown in a few examples here. For the sorter, the most 

excitement is the hope to find something very rare - the unique collector´s feelings! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B2c2 Fljótshlíðarskóli 23.XII.62. Merry Christmas greetings to Illugastaðir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

B2a Illugastaðir 2.2.42   25aur inland rate to Blönduós 
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NIC 279 Tjörn (Vestur Húna) 

(Ed. Who knows what gems are still lying around waiting to excite collectors? Thanks Jarle.) 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Identification of editors on First Day Covers     Albert Pelsser (Issue 45). 
 

Mike Schumacher comes to Albertôs aid:-  
 

Hello Brian; Once again, thank you for the latest edition of IPM! 

Just a little information in follow up to the article by Albert Pelsser. 

  

It is my understanding that the letters in the lower left corner indicates the cachet maker. 

Here is the information that I have regarding the meaning of the letters: 

FV  -  Frímerkjaverslanir (Stamp House) Reykjavik run by Bolli Davidson (started by his father David 

Johannesson in 1952) and the store closed in 2012. 

  

FF  -  Iceland Stamp Company 

  

FM  -  Frimerkjamiðstöðin (Stamp Center) started in 1962; co-owners were Magni Magnusson (until 1976), 

Finnur Kolbeinsson (until 1984) and Haraldur Saemunsson (until 1998). 

  

These covers also frequently have a number following the letters.  It is my understanding that the number 

indicates the number of the cachet. Some cachets are available in various colors; sometimes the number 

changes with a different color, but more frequently the number stays the same with different colors.   

  

"N"  -  Fritz Neve (Danish Stamp Dealer) Scandinavian Stamp Company. 

   

This is the information that I have learned from folks in Iceland over the years doing exhibits.  Hopefully 

that helps.  Best regards, Mike S.   
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Unusual destinations ~ Y and Z 

 

YUGOSLAVIA  
 

 
 

Hafnarfjörður B2c1 dated 27.VI.22 addressed to Zagreb. 40aur UPU letter rate plus 30aur registration. The letter rate applied from 

1.4.21 to 30.9.25. The registration applied from 15.5.21. 

Transit cancels Reykjavík 23,VI.22 ï Edinburgh 6 JY 22 ï London F.O. 7JY 22 

Zagreb arrival 11.VII.22 
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ZANZIBAR  

 

Magni Magnússon might have something to say about this cover because he sent it back in 1955! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reykjavík B1d dated 17.V.55 the scattered choice of stamps adds up to 150aur, the correct 150aur flown 

printed matter rate up to 10gm.  

 

 

ZAMBIA  
 

 
These two Zambia items complete the alphabet in 

this ñUnusual destinationsò series. It followed an 

earlier A-Z series called ñExotic Destinationsò 

published in IslandsKontakt magazine.    I doubt I 

will try for third series, but when something 

unusual turns up, I am certain to show it! 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Top:- Reykjavík 1977 to Arni Gunnarsson at 

Chikuni with a Ridgeway transit cancel  

 

Bottom:-  this time Varmahlíð B2c2 dated  
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Stamps issued in connection with the introduction of B mail domestically for general 

letters 0-50g. Guðjón Axelsson 
 

As of July 1, 2012, Pósturinn offered a new service for general letters 0 - 50g. Customers, both individuals 

and companies, were now invited to send these letters as A-mail domestically or as B-mail domestically. 

With the introduction of domestic B-mail, it proved necessary to overprint the ISK 90 stamp issued on 18 

September 2008 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the first Cod war (Facit 1236). Overprinting with 

the text "B50g domestic" was handled by the printing company Svansprent and the value of the stamp was 

103 ISK, on its date of issue July 2, 2012 (Facit 1381). Total circulation was 500,000 stamps. As is often the 

case when stamps are overprinted, variants appeared, the overprinting was either too high or too low but the 

lateral displacement was insignificant (Figure 1). 

 

 

Fig. 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 2, 2012, a stamp (Facit 1382) was issued with a picture of a crab brittlegill (picture 2). Crab 

brittlegill (russula xerampelina), also called herring fennel because of its smell, is found in birch forests all 

over the country and is a decent edible fungus while it is young. The designer was Tryggvi T. Tryggvason. 

The size of the stamp is 36x25 mm, 10 stamps in a sheet in 

perforation 13 ¾ x 13, total circulation 1,000,000 stamps and its 

value was 103 ISK. on the date of issue. Walsall Security Printers 

Ltd. offset printed the stamp in April 2002, at that time without 

postage and year. Svansprent later printed B50g domestically and 

the year of the stamps onto them in June 2012. 

           

                                                                                            Fig. 2 

 

 

 

An examination of several hundred stamps revealed that the stamps are either printed on white or yellow 

paper. There is a considerable color difference between the red letters in ICELAND, the green color of the 

vegetation and the red-brown color of the Crab brittlegill. On closer inspection, these three colors are all 

darker when the stamp is printed on white paper. However, the black colour is always the same. 

There can be a considerable difference in the red color in which the printing factory Svansprent used to 

imprint the value and year on the stamps. The reason is the same. When the stamp is printed on white paper, 

the red color appears darker than when using light yellow paper (Figure 3). 

 

 

 

        Fig.3 
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The value and year are located differently (Figure 4) and the horizontal position of the value is different 

(Figure 5). If more stamps were examined, it is likely we would find stamps where the value is either higher 

or lower than in Figure 4, or either nearer or farther from the left edge of the stamp. Because of all this, it 

can be difficult to find 2 stamps that 

are exactly the same. This is the 

disadvantage of using the method 

described here for printing stamps. 

However, the method seems to be 

suitable when there is a short time 

between the increase in postage and 

time for designing and printing new 

stamps. 

 

 Fig.4 

 

 

 

                                                      Fig.5 

 

 

 

 

On November 1, 2012, a stamp was issued (Facit 1392) with a picture of a king mushroom (picture 6). King 

mushroom (boletus edulis) is the last stamp in a series dedicated to wild edible mushrooms. It is a good 

edible fungus found in old birch forests in most parts of the country. The designer was Tryggvi T. 

Tryggvason, the size of the stamp is 36x25 mm, 10 stamps in a sheet in 

perforation 13 ¾ x 13, a total issue of 500,000 stamps and its value 103 

ISK. on the date of issue. Walsall Security Printers, Ltd. offset printed 

the stamp in April 2002, then without postage and year. Svansprent later 

printed B50g domestically and the year of the stamps onto them in June 

2012. 

 

Fig. 6 

 

 

The stamp is printed on white and yellow paper. The green color of ICELAND and the grass, and the brown 

color of the king mushroom's hat appear darker when the stamp is printed on white paper. The same goes for 

the green color that Svansprent used to imprint B50g domestically and year (Figure 7). 

 

 

 

 

 

              Fig. 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both the height (Figure 8) and the horizontal position of the B50g domestically and year (Figure 9) are 

different and therefore it is difficult to find stamps that are exactly the same. 

 


