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This is a part of a series published which summarizes, supplemented by recent
discoveries, information published over the years in IslandsKontakt and
elsewhere. We must all be grateful for the sustained efforts of all those who, over
the years, as Editors? or Authors have contributed to the gathering and
dissemination of information relevant to the philately of Iceland.

Compilations of other British postmarks and other issues in the series
“IslandsKontakt Special” can be accessed for free at
https://www.nfvskandinavie.com/artikelen-ijsland.php

Compiler: Jakob S. Arrevad: jsa@agadvokatfirma.dk

Blyth is at the river Blyth 15 miles north of Newcastle Upon-Tyne on the east coast of England.
Just south of the Scottish/English border.

1. Robertson (E.19) mention a round ship letter cancel (E.18/B s.2) and show the proof from
the dispatch-book entry 17th November 1880, but his remark is "Use at present unrecorded".

2.

SHIP LETTERé
BLYTH NORTH?®

Robertson (s.1) indicate the use 1903 to 1913 but Hoskin (9D3) and Mike Dovey & Keith Morris
4 indicate: "The Two Line Cancel: SHIP LETTER / BLYTH NORTH HD - 2 line cancellation
from 1903 and, although it was rarely used, it lasted until 1920"s. Shilling indicate a use from
1901 until 1933. Mike Tuttle indicate 1903 until 1926 with an addition, that a part of the cancel is
known at 25 aur airmail stamp from 19346°.

The "ordinary recorded use" must be between 1903 and 1922 (perhaps 1926) — but there can
be later use.

3. "NORTHUMPERLAND" (NH)

Without time but "letter" — in 1902 until 1. May 1903?

4. Shilling include (B 74):

1 Earlier version (V.3 from 2019) was published at the mentioned Dutch homepage.
2 Among editors are highly reputable philatelists: Ebbe Eldrup, Jorgen Steen Larsen and Ole Svinth.
3 4th edition by Mike Dovey & Keith Morris(2010)1903-1922

4 http://www.tpo-seapost.org.uk

5 He show at tpo-seaport a letter from 1922 — so that i the correct year

6 Rapport # 167 - http://www.islandssamlarna.se/Rapport%20167.pdf


https://www.nfvskandinavie.com/artikelen-ijsland.php
mailto:jsa@horten.dk
http://www.tpo-seapost.org.uk/
http://www.islandssamlarna.se/Rapport%20167.pdf

Seen used in 1906 on mail from Iceland — see below — but it is in fact a part of a rather
common duplex postmark?.

6. Twin circle with a fat arc and a cross (MK), indicated used from 1908 until 1922 (+?).
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Ship departure |From Arrival date | To Remarkss3
and
cancellation

1903

7 See DrJ T Whitney: Collect British Postmark, Second edition 1980 from page 22 and the actual on page 31

8 Por Porsteins: Compiled list of sailings paid for caring mail from Iceland



? 13.04.1903 REYKJAVIK |No.2 BLYTH And to

1. May? Nederland,
Austria and
Germany

It is "a day" with many examples — and most of them are from the same:
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Three 1903 Ship Letter Blyth North D, from Reykjavik 13 April 1903 to "The Hauge No
text on the back.9
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Two to “Oberleutnant Dudy”

9 The first one has been described as from 1908 — then the franking is insufficient — and it is 1903.
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The next one is jbad — but it is what I have:
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10 See more about Kinze: Philatelic cards and covers from Iceland: Stamp Dealer Julius Krize, Dresden Jakob Arrevad and Ebbe Eldrup IPM # 43 page 25 ff and “More on those
philatelic covers from Iceland to stamp dealer Julius Kinze, Dresden” Ellis Glatt IPM # 44 page 14 ff — also about the typewriter.



I cannot find any ship going from Iceland on 2 April or before the next ship "SKALD". SS
SKALD came to Reykjavik 7 April: "Gufuskipid Skald kom hingad fra Englandi A fimtudag

med timbur og kol til B. Gudmundssonar":*. The departure is not mentioned.

SKALD 21.04.1903 REYKJAVIK |28.04.1903 BLYTH - 5KR.
No.2 Leith is
and NH indicated
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SCHWEI- 01.05.1903 REYKJAVIK BLYTH 2KR
GAARD Maybe also
30.04.1903

"Gufuskipid Schweigaard (hvalabatur) kom fra Patreksfirdi & sunnudaginn og for aftur vestur i

ger."2 It was a transport ship for a whale station — not a whaleboat itself.

11 "Steamship Skald came here from England on Thursday with wood and coal B. Gudmundsson"

12 "Steamship Schweigaard (whaleboat) came from Patreksfirdi on Sunday and went back west yesterday."




MINERVA4 | 05.05.1903 REYKJAVIK |11.05.1903 BLYTH 1KR.
No.2 and NH
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13 Build 1883 — wreck on 5 November 1916.
14 A whaleboat build 1894 — a brig. Isafold 6th May 1903: “30. f. m. kom briggskip Minerva (193, Fnglesang) fra Middles- borough med salt til Asg. Sigurdssonar.”



https://digitaltmuseum.no/021015476696/ss-schweigaard/media

1905
Not from Iceland but from Blyth harbour.
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| unknown

unknown 21.04.06 Seydisfjord 26.4.1906 Blyth Luzern
Switzerland
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1907

|[RAGNHILD [16.03.1907 |REYKJAVIK | | BLYTH | 2KR.

No copies known

1908

| ITALIA | | REYKJAVIK [28.05.1908 |BLYTH | 1KR.
;'_.' .3

| unknown |2.05.1908  |AKUREYRI |30.06.1908 |BLYTH | 1KR.

15 The company was founded on January 18, 1906, as Chemische Industriegesellschaft mbH Mannheim and has
been successful on the market for over 110 years. Even back then, the focus was on horse and leather care.



| FIRDA |02.11.1908  |REYKJAVIK |

No copies known

| ITALIA 105.12.1908 | REYKJAVIK | | BLYTH | 1KR.
No copies known

1909

| FIRDA [28.01.1909 | REYKJAVIK | | BLYTH | 15KR.

No copies known
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1910

RAYDTON
DIXON

21.05.1910 REYKJAVIK BLYTH 2KR. and to

KBH.

No copies known

Grosser Kurfiirst 1910

NORDD, LLOYD, BREMEN,

R. P. D. ,,Grosser Kurfiirst.”

The Norddeutschen Lloyd passenger ship Grosser Kurfiirst was in Reykjavik from the 3ed to
the 7the July 1910.

Polarfahrt des Norddeutschen Lloyd, Bremen, mit.dsm

Dampfer ,,Gieler Kurflrst® 25, Juii - 21, Ju}z{"'wiy.

The passengers were sending quite a lot of mail:

Brjefasendingar

farpega 4 skemtiskipunum pysku hafa verid frd pdsthisinu hjer,
sem hjer segir:

v o d.ngur ! Skipsuafn | ,:;L: : z';{;; Brict h Samtals
1009  Jali 11. | Oceana 350 || 2482 | 214 | 2696
— A Sales e 210 | 2150 00 Il 2240
1910 Jali 3.—4. | Grosser Kurfiirst | 330 || 4496 | 195 | 4691
- Jali 12. | Oceana 270 | 2674 | 256 | 2930
— Ag. 11. —a- 250 2062 | 276 | 3238
1911 Jali 12. | Cinncinnati 340 || 5489 ‘ 301 5880

It is specified in Pjodolfur from 08. July 1910:

11



“The British tourists on the Grosser Kurfiirst. They left here 195 letters and 4396 postcards. —
They were to these countries: To the United States 494, Germany 2768, Austria and Hungary
463, Switzerland 152, France 122, the Netherlands 107, Italy 103, England 50, Russia 46,
Finland 33, Portugal 17, Malta 16 and various other countries 125.”

Polarfahrt des Norddeutschen Lleyd, Bremen, mig,c.'éfn_' Bl | Gl
Dampfer ,Giober Kurfiist® 25, Juai - 2?.Juf',f’191€i. \‘ [R5

hrt 61.

Genua; F

Hobbing & Co., G, m. b, H. Bremerhaven—Berli

B R R R T R R R R g ——

Some of the mail was transported further via Blyth:

| ELFI [10.07.1910  |REYKJAVIK |15.07.1910  |BLYTH | 2KR.

No copies known

12



| TRYG |27.08.1910  |REYKJAVIK | | BLYTH | 2KR.
No copies known

| BOSTAD [31.12.1910  |REYKJAVIK | | BLYTH \

No copies known

1911

| GEIRA |29.07.1911 | REYKJAVIK | | BLYTH | 3KR.
No copies known

|ELIZABETH [11.08.1911  |REYKJAVIK [16.08.1911  |BLYTH | 2KR.

ad eins rita u(nmhknpuna\’/g

Different cancellation on the next two from same day.

13
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On the back of both:
16
| unknown ? |27.12.1911 |BLYTH | USA
16 Shilling
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17 Postiljonen # 187 lot 360
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Notre-Dame de la Mer® 1911 — 1914

Notre-Dame de la Mer: In 1910 a number of shipowners donated a large steam trawler (ex
Occident) to Les (Euvres de Mer. It was converted into a modern hospital ship and would
increasingly take over the tasks of its aging predecessor. In 1914 it was incorporated by the
French navy as a military hospital ship. After the war, the ship was sold in 1920 because the

organization had insufficient funds to make it fully operational again. The ship was operating
in the waters around Island.

—res

21 == Le navire-hopital « NOTRE-DAME DE LA MER « dﬁ*m— g’

3

e Mar, 18, Raw de 1A Triwboiile, Poris

Postcard issued by LES CEUVRES DE MER the hosp1tal sh1p NOTRE-DAME DE LA MER
(1911-1914) off the coast of Iceland, leaving Reykjavik.

1912

unknown 04.05.1912 REYKJAVIK |14.05.1912 BLYTH And to
Edinburgh

18 From: Postverkeer van Franse kabeljauwvaarders via Société des (Euvres de Mer 1895 — 1939 by Luc Selis - Nederlandse Academie voor Filatelie : Notities nr. 59 - najaar 2019
— page 8 — my translation. Further:

https://paquebot.info/
https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Les %C5%92uvres de mer

http://marine-opale.fr/notre-dame-de-la-mer/

16


https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Les_%C5%92uvres_de_mer
http://marine-opale.fr/notre-dame-de-la-mer/
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Letter issued at the hospital ship Notre-Dame de la Mer, prepaid with (invalid) French seal,
Icelandic T-stamp placed in Reykjavik on 4.5.1912. By boat to BLYTH (North East England),
on arrival line stamp Ship Letter Blyth Northumberland 14.5.1912, to France 18.5.1912. Valued
at 50 cents, double the missing letter postage of 25 cents.

The following might be from the same hospital ship:
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| unknown
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BLYTH

unknown
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19 Hoskin Auction: "BLYTH (NORTHUMBERLAND) - UNIQUE (?) REGISTERED MAIL USAGE OF THE RARE SHIP MARK; Remarkable 4 May 1912 commercial env. (closed
tear across address clear of stamps & SL mark; some slight stains) to Leith franked by Iceland Sigurdsson 4a Blue (4) + 6a Grey (5) all tied by partly fine "REYKJAVIK" 'Bridge'

c.d.s.'s having a very fine matching boxed "ISLAND/R" mark (crossed by closed tear) on the front with a very fine and rare "SHIP LETTER/BLYTH NORTH D." matching the

Blyth backstamp. Exceptional usage of a Ship Letter mark on Registered mail! "

20 I have only recorded, that I have seen a copy!
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http://paquebot.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Blyth-9-B-Hosking.jpg
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21 "SHIP LETTER BLYTH NORTH D", on postal stationery card King Christian 10 a. from "REYKJAVIK 25.111.13" to Leipzig,



| unknown

110.05.1913

| REYKJAVIK |21.05.1913
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1914
| unknown 124.04.1914 | REYKJAVIK |30.04.1914 |BLYTH \

‘ 23
| unknown |21.05.1914  |BLYTH |

22 Described in Rapport No 167 August 2013: http://www.islandssamlarna.se/Rapport%20167.pdf by Mike Tuttly - May 21st, 2013 on the back.

23 Hoskin Auction: "BLYTH (NORTHUMBERLAND) - THE RARE "SHIP LETTER/BLYTH NORTH D." ON ICELAND COVER; Fine 21 Apr. 1914 env. to Germany with
Iceland Sigurdsson 20a Blue tied by partly fine "REYKJAVIK" 'Bridge' c.d.s. having a superb rare "SHIP LETTER/BLYTH NORTH D." (H9; D - "Rare" - slight wrinkle)
matching the very fine Blyth backstamp."

21



I do not have a copy. Auction text: "BLYTH - RARE "SHIP LETTER/BLYTH NORTHD." ON
ICELAND CARD TO FRANCE, ETC.; 12/14 May 1914 PPC (of Reykjavik) to Paris franked by '2
Kings' 10a Red tied by a fine "REYKJAVIK" 'Bridge' c.d.s. but also unusually having a mainly
very fine strike of the rare "SHIP LETTER/BLYTH NORTHD." mark alongside."

1916
unknown 8.8.1916 BLYTH
s.1
:
1922
| unknown

|26.12.1922  |BLYTH \

22
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