
 
 
SPECIAL  # 2 1 ï GRANTON - LEITH ï GRANTON ï LEITH EDINBURGH  ï 2019 
V1 
Compiler: Jakob S. Arrevad: jsa@agadvokatfirma.dk .   
 

This is a part of a series published online which summarizes, supplemented by recent discoveries, 

information published over the years in IslandsKontakt and elsewhere. We must all be grateful 

for the sustained efforts of all those who, over the years, as Editors or Authors have contributed 

to the gathering and dissemination of information relevant to the philately of Iceland.  

Granton - Leith ς Granton ς Leith ς Edinburgh - Copenhagen 
(Why does the cancellation on the ship mail via Scotland change from Granton to 

Leith to Edinburgh?) (Or why is Leith cancellation only from 1896 onwards with few 

exceptions)  

What I am telling her is not the truth ς or at least not the whole truth - but it can end up being the troth if 

you can add information. 

The beginning is true, as the information given is from Ib Karup Rasmussens study: "Den danske Regerings 

postkibsfart mellem Danmark og Island 1774-1880" ς but it is complicated.  

1873 ς 1876 ς Skilling 
I start in 1873. "Diana" is sailing via Lerwick or Granton. DFDS takes over partly and sailed with "Arcturus" in 

1876 until 1.7 one trip via Lerwick and two via Granton"1.  

Diana 1873 1.4 ς 5.4 15.5 25.6 ς 
26.6 

1.8 13.9 26.10 7.12 

Diana 1874 1.4 ς 4.4 15.5 ς 
15.5 

25.6 
- 23.62 

7.8 13.9 26.10 ς 
29.10 

7.12 

 
1 The time is approximately ς 8 days after departure in the tree first year and five days before arrival in 1876. Lerwick 
is in cursive and Ganton in bold. Red dates calculated from the actual recorded departure. 
2 It is a transfer cancellation from Edinburgh ς so the correct day in Granton may be 22.6 
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Diana 1875 After 1.4 13.53 26.6 7.8 13.9 ς 
14.94 

26.10 ς 
28.10 

7.12 ς 
13.12 

Arcturus 1876/1 31.3 15.5 24.65 4.8 ς 5.8    

Diana     25.7    

?    9.66     

 

1876 ς 1879 ς AUR  
After 1 August and the aur issuing the picture is not very clear7 but I try. The transit ports is now Leith and 

Granton. The arrival day in Leith/Granton is from 1877 per the issued schedule: 

Diana 1876/2     24.9   

Arcturus 1876/2     13.9 25.10 7.12 

Diana 1877   26.6 8 23.8  10.10 
-15.10 

 

Arcturus  1877 (1) 29.3       

Valdemar 1877 
(2-7) 

 12.5 24.6 3.8 12.9 24.10 5.12 

Diana  1878   26.6 23.8  3.10  

Valdemar  1878 (1) 29.3       

Phønix 1878  
(2-7) 

 12.5  24.6 3.8 12.9 24.10 5.12 

Diana  1879    17.7 27.9   

Phønix 1879 29.3 12.59 24.6 3.8 12.9 24.10 5.12 

 

"Diana" use Granton in 1876-187910.  

"Diana" was late on the first trip in 1877 

 
3 Letter cancelled 13.5.1875 in Lerwick. See more in Iceland Philatelic Magazine # 

 
!ƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƛƴ άhƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ LŎŜƭŀƴŘƛŎ {ǘŀƳǇǎέ Wƽƴ !ðalateinn Jónsson 
4 Arrival day ς left Þjóðólfur 30.9.1875 
5 It is not clear why both Diana and Arcturus are expected to be in Scotland almost at the same day ς but it is the same 
in 1877 
6 Letter from 1 and 2 June 1876, send with "English coffardir- steamer" over Edinburgh. 
7 Read more about all the troubles: IB Karup Rasmussen p. 92 - 111 
8 "Diana" was late on the first trip in 1877 see above. She arrived JY 7. 
9 See the example 
10 Per IB Karup Rasmussen Leith ς but per the official schedule Granton. 



 
1877 (2 July) Reykjavik - France, Rennes (9 July) Front of cover franked 20 aur violet 2nd issue, via 
Edinburgh (July 7) and London (9 July) box "SHIP LETTER" 
 

From 1877 to 1879 "Arcturus", "Valdemar" and latest "Phønix" goes via Leith11.  

Here is an example from 12 MY 1878 

 

 

Here is an example form Orla Nielsen from 12. May 1879 and correct Leith: 

 

 
11 Isafold 12.12.1978 mention Granton p. 172 



 

 

  



1879 CAMOENS 
The "hors and emigrant" route by K. & D. Slimon announced in May 18798: 

 

  



1880 - 1885 
 

1880 DFDS 
In 1880, DFDS takes over and use Leith. 

 

The following is a letter send by SS Phønix leaving Reykjavik on 8 May 1880. Per schedule, it should have 

arrived in Leith on 16 may ς but it appears, that it went faster and arrived 13 May. From the auction catalog: 

"Extremely rare cover with 20 aur pale violet of printing I of 1876 sent to Scotland canc. "REYKJAVÍK 8.5". 

Transit canc. "LEITH MY 13 80" and arrival canc. "CASTLE DOUGLAS MY 14 80". 

 

 



 

1880 CAMOENS 
 

The "hors and emigrant" route by K. & D. Slimon with SS CAMOENS (and for a short time "SS Craigforth") 

complicate the picture. She actually start 1879 in Leith, but per the plan return to Granton, but she probably 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ Ƴŀƛƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ муулΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿŀǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ƛƴ [Ŝƛth or in Leith and in Edinburgh 

I have found no plan for the travel in 1880 

Year 1880 was the first year with the small SHIP LETTER ς the following is from Palssons collection and from 

"Reykjavik 27.6 (1880). In fact, Camoens was in Reykjavik on 27 June 1880 ς but it probably vent north to 

Husavik before going to Scotland. 

 



 

 

  



1881 DFDS 

 

1881 CAMOENS 

 

 
 

On the back these cancellations from the arrival 24. August 1881: 



 
 
  



1882 DFDS 
 

 



1882 CAMOENS 
Camoens ς small ship letter and Edinburgh 

 

It only became official to send mail with Camoens from summer 188212. It probably ended in 188313 

 
12 Heimir Thorleifsson: Póstsaga Íslands 
131883 was the latest year with a regular traffic with Camoens. In June 1894, the timetable for 1884 was announced, 
but it never came into effect. Camoens grounded near Orkney Island but further travel was announced in 1884 and 
1885 and traffic vent on to at least 1887 ς but not with mail. 



1883 DFDS 

 

  



1883 CAMOENS 
 

 



1884 DFDS 

 

 

 

 



1884 CAMOENS 
 

 

 

  



1885 ς 1896 DFDS and ++ 

1885 DFDS 

 

 



 

The ship is unknown 

 

  



1885 CAMOENS 
 

 



 

20 aur ultramarine thin paper to CANADA from HJARDARHOLT 15/3 - transit Reykjavik 19/3 - big "SHIP 
LETTER".  
 

I 1885 DFDS change to Granton, and it appears to be the transit harbor until beginning of 1896 ς but no roll 

without exemptions ς see below. 



 

1886 DFDS 
I have no timetable from DFDS ς but an extract: 

 

 

From Reykjavik 25 June 1886 ς with a small ship letter Edinburgh 



 

All items with the SHIP LETTER GRANTON are from the periods 1886-1895 

The first known ς but it looks a bit used - October 23. 1886 and an Edinburgh twin arc (type 10.1) cancellation 
 

 
  



1887 LEITH SHIP LETTER ς until app 1907 + 
 

In 1887 the round LEITH SHIP LETTER appears.14  However, it is to me only known on stationary from 

Norway: The first is with the date JY 27 87 

 

And ("10 øre P.S. card ς 3-rings cancellation number "92" (Vossebanen) transit cancellation "Leith Ship 

Letter AUG 24 87" send to Ashfield, England")  

 

There are no real pattern in the items cancelled with LEITH SHIP LETTER addressed to England, Denmark, 

France, Germany and Austria. Some canceled in Reykjavik and some are not. The LEITH SHIP LETTER is on 

some used to cancel the stamp and on other just added beside. 

  

 
14 Robertson E.143: 1887-1903 Diameter 20 mm. Black. Fairly long life but curiously scare (Suidd. S. 13). It is not in the 
Kirkwood proof book. 



 

1887 DFDS 
 

 

In addition, an extract: 

 

 

 

The year ends with a new agreement between The Danish Iceland department and DFDS 



 

"SHIPP LETTER GRANTON", on postal stationery card 10 a. without dispatch mark (dated Seydisfjördur 

11.9.87) to Munich. 

 

  



1888 DFDS 

1888 Big SHIP LETTER EDINBURGH ς the end 
- the latest of the big SHIP LETTER used in Edinburgh are from that period ending 1888/89 ς and there is 

the following example where both SHIP LETTER GRANTON and the big SHIP LETTER are used in 1888: 

 

 
Next only the big SHIPLETTER 

 

http://fbanke.com/da-DK/lot/666/5-aur-postal-stationery-1882-issue-double-card-sent-from-reykjavik-to-strassburg


Postiljonen # 178 180: ñ15b.  A fantastic ship letter to France with 20 aur blue perf. 14x13İ 
tied by red framed ñSHIP LETTERò and at side framed ñSHIP LETTER GRANTONò. Sent from 
ñConsulat de France in Icelandò. 10.OC.1888 .  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

   

  



1889 

 

Edinburgh duplex JY 1 89 and Ship Letter Granton 

1889 LEITH SHIP LETTER  
The Leith Ship Letter is used on mail from Iceland ς so "somebody is using Leith?  

 



1890 DFDS 

 

 

 
Edinburgh MY 20 90 and Ship Letter Granton  



 

 

 

 
Written 23. August 1890 



1891 DFDS 

 



Trip 5 Thyra: 

 
 

Trip 6 Laura 

 
мл ŀǳǊ ŘƻǳōƭŜ tƻǎǘŀƭ ŎŀǊŘ ά.w9WC{tW![5έ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴǎŜǾŜǊŜŘ ǊŜǇƭȅ ŎŀǊŘ {ŎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ІоΣ ǎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜȅŘƛǎŦƧǀǊŘǳǊ мн 
July 1891 to Otterup, and from there returned to Seydisfjördur 24 July. Rare with unsevered reply card. 
 


