
 
 

SPECIAL # 14 V2 - 2020 – STAVANGER 

Compiler: Jakob S. Arrevad: jsa@agadvoaktfirma.dk  

 

This is a part of a series published online which summarizes, supplemented by recent discoveries, 

information published over the years in IslandsKontakt and elsewhere. We must all be grateful 

for the sustained efforts of all those who, over the years, as Editors or Authors have contributed 

to the gathering and dissemination of information relevant to the philately of Iceland.  

 

Stavanger  
 

Here is an ordinary cancellation from Stavanger just after 1900. 
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1897 
In 1897, the regular ferry service by Otto Wathne; Copenhagen-West Norway-Iceland began with 

"SS Egil". In the following sailing, plan for "Herr O. Wathnes Steamship "Egil"" - the route where 

Copenhagen, Stavanger, Bergen, Thorshavn, Klaksvig Berufjord - and then local traffic in Iceland 

and returning through the same cities. Here is only the downwards part shown: 

 

 

 

 
 

Therefore – we are looking for cancellation in Stavanger around: 

 

Egil 23.4 4.7 14.8 16.10 25.11 

 

  



1898 
Otto Wathne dies in 1898 aboard the "SS Vaagen" and is buried in Seydisfjord, - he considers to be 

the father of the city. There is a memorial for him in the city. The company continued under the 

name of O. Wathne's Arvinger. 

 

From 1 July 1898, the shipping company had a contract for postal services from Norway to the 

Faroe Islands and Iceland and return. At least 10 postal travel rounds per year. The contracts from 

Iceland is more uncertain – it might be just for domestic mail. It must be investigated further. 

 

From the schedule 1898 we are looking for cancellation in Stavanger in 1898 around: 

 

Vaagen 30.3  ?    ?   ? 

Egil 16.4 1.6  11.7 20.8 2.10  16.11 23.12  

 

 

 

  



1899 
The planed trips In 1899 for Wathne is: 

 

 
 

Therefore – we are looking for cancellation in Stavanger in 1899 around: 

 

Vaagen 28.3 25.5      

Egil 17.4  9.7 19.8 2.10 15.11 20.12 

 

From the latest trip that year: 



 
 

5 aur postal stationery with additional 5 aur dull green of 1898 sent to England via Norway with 

crown canc. ”ÞÓRSHÖFN” in violet. Transit canc. ”VOPNAFJÖRÐUR 5.12”, ”SEYÐISFJÖRÐUR 

15.12” and ”STAVANGER 22.XII.99”. 

 

 

But - there is competition from Thore. 

 

There must be examples from 1899 as Thore E. Tulenius began his route via Stavanger, but only 

with one stop 5 August. The schedule from 1899 were:  

 



 
 

 

On 31 December SS Viking sank at Saudakrók  

  



1900 
 

Wathne continued, and we are looking for similar as in 1899 – but I do not have the schedule. 

 

For Thore - SS Viking was replaced by "SS Mjölnir", but not in the published schedule: 

 

 
 

Again, only one stop in Stavanger – 8 August per schedule. 

 

 



1 

 

  

 
1 The two cards are sent to the same recipient and they have no. 1 and 3. No 2 and 4? 



1901 
 

In 1901 Wathne continued, and there was a more intensive visit by Thore to Stavanger. Scheduled 

were – but at that time, it was not accurate: 

 
 

Inga 25.3 30.4        

Mjölnir   16.5 28.7 16.8 30.9 15.11 3.1.02 

Vaagen  6,4       

Egil 30.3  10.5 30.6 14.8 27.9 11.11 23.12 



 

 

30 April – SS Inga - but probably first arrived 8.V.1901 

 
 

27 September 1901- SS Egil. 

 

15 November – Mjölnir (I have 18.XI.01), and here is a copy without "18" 

,  

 

 

 

  



1902 
Wathne continued in competition with Thore 

 

Mjölnir     15.7.    

Perwie   From 

May 

     

Egil 10.2 29.3 3.5 18.5 30.6 14.8 11.11 27.12 

“Nyt”      29.9   

 

26 III 02 

 
 

9 V 02 

 
 

2 VII 02 

 



 

 

15 VII 02 ?? 

 
 

? ?X 02 

 
 

4 XII 1902 

    



1903 
Wathne continued in competition with Thore 

 

 
 

Mjölnir 23.3 29.3 3.6 11.6 24.8  7.9 25.11  

Perwie      24.9    

Egil 10.2 29.3 3.6 18.5 31.6 13.8 27.9 11.10 27.12 

“Anden”       29.9    

 

22 XI 03 – SS Mjölnir down from Iceland? 

 



   
 

23 XI 03 – up to Iceland – but with whom? – It took some time until 11.12 – it might have been 

with the way over Copenhagen and back 

 

 
 

 

 

  



1904 
Wathne continued in competition with Thore 

 

 

Mjölnir   8.6 15.7       

Kong 

Inge 

    15.8      

Perwie       18.9    

Egil 23.3 29.4 27.5 8.7 17.8  29.9 2.10 13.11 20.12 

“Anden”     15.8 6.9     

 

12 VI 04 - Mjölnir 

 

?? VII 04 - Mlölnir 



 
 

22 X 04 ?? – out of schedule or wrong date 

 
 

  



1905 
Wathne continued in competition with Thore – but only Mjölnir 

 
Stavanger 26.1.1905 – with ??? 

 

 
 

 

 



Mjölnir 15.3 22.4 2.6 17.7 26.8 8.10 16.11  

Egil 22.3 27.4 27.5 6.7 16.8 28.9 10.11 14.12 

“other”     15.8 6.9 2.10  

 

MJÔLNIR 17 III 05 

 
 

MJÖLNIR 17.III.05 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MJÖLNIR 22 IV 05 

 
 

EGIL 29 V 05 

 
 

 

OTHER? 

 

I have seen 21 V 05 - 20 aur – a day before scheduled by THORES. ???? but the year can be 

questioned 

 

 

 

A special trip is over ABERDEEN and arrival STAVANGER  

 
 REYKJAVIK 22.05.05 

 

JU 8 05 ABERDEEN STAVANGER 

8? VII 05 

 



I also have 20.X.1905 on 4 aur, that don’t fit in. 

 

19.XI 05? 

 

  



1906 
 

SS Otto Wathne was build and delivered 1906 (5. April), but it only came to Stavanger one time. 

 
 

Thore is still in Stavanger 

 
 

 

Per Schedule, there are possibilities for Stavanger cancellations around: 

 



Egil  22.3   2.7  7.8 30.8 28.9 6.11  16.12 

Otto 

Wathne 

  9.5 17.6

*  

 2.8 *       

Pros-

pero 

     2.8  13.9  27.10 4.12  

Mlölnir 15.3 22.4  2.6 17.7  26.8  8.10 16.11   

 

* It did not went per schedule. "SS Otto Wathne" was lost at Siglunes already on June 6 1906, but 

"SS Prospero", 678 BRT, which was built in 1870, replaced her. It went from Copenhagen, June 29, 

1906. 

 

I have no examples! Strange!  



1907 
"SS Egil" and "SS Prospero": 

 

 

 
 

In 1907, SS Eljan were added to the Wathne fleet. As shown in the following timetable for the post-

steamship link between Norway Faroe Islands and Iceland, it sails Kristiania. Kristianssund, 

Stavanger, Haugesund, Bergen, Ålesund, Kristianssund, Tronhjem, Thorshavn Seydisfjord and 

around Reykjavik - and same way home. It a supplement to the traffic with "SS Prospero" and "SS 

Egil". 

 

"SS Eljan" (named before SS Theodor Burchard") was 794 BRT and build in1883. She purchased 

in 1907 by Otto Wathne's Arvinger (Tønnes Wathne), Stavanger and renamed at the time of 

purchase. 

 



 
 

Egil 15.3 21.4 27.5 4.7 14.8 22.9  28.10  9.12 

Prospero 30.3 4.5 11.6 18.7 25.8  4.10  10.11  

Eljan      26.9  1.11 1.12  

 

One thing is theory – but the reality – the cancellations do not correspond 

  

??.III.07 

 

 
 

16 11 07 

 

 
 

 

  



1908 
Wathne continue with Egil, Prospero and Eljan 

 

Egil 14.3 19.4  24.5 1.7 8.8 10.9  19.10 23.11 

Prospero  1.4 6.5 30.5 18.7 21.8  30.9  8.10 

Eljan  30.4    22.8 26.9  13.11  

 

As you will see – the schedule do not give the correct information. 

 

1 VIII 08 - ??? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



1909 
 

Wathne continue with Egil, Prospero and Eljan 

 

Egil  26.4 5.6 9.7 11.8   11.10  17.11 

Prospero 23.3 24.4 29.5 6.7 22.8  23.9  10.11  

Eljan  30.4  4.7  4.9   6.11  

 

And agsin – it does not match. 

 

26 XI 09 

 

 
 

  



1910 
 

"O. Wathnes Arvinger" still advertise "Regular mail ship – Norway – Faro Islands – Iceland and 

Copenhagen - Faro Islands – Iceland. Stavanger is still on the route – an example: 

 

 

 
 

 

Egil  14.4  4.6 31.7  4.9  7.10  

Prospero 21.3 23.4 22.5 26.6 21.7 19.8 19.9   21.10 

Eljan      14.8  22.9   

 

  



1911 
 

It is Wathne and per schedule - S/S Couirier. 

 

 
 

Courier 21.4 22.5 27.6 23.7 19.8 17.9 27.10 

 

But – no sign except the recorded payment for mail – but on the way up.: 

COURIER 23.04.1911 ISAFJORDUR  ? 2KR. 

COURIER 24.04.1911 PATREKS-

FJORDUR 

 ? 1KR. 

 

  



1912 
 

Now it is ”Den Norske Islandsrute A/S” (Tønnes Wathne), Stavanger, but no sign of mail. 

 

 

 
 

Jon Sigurdsson 16.4 18.5 23.6 25.7 27.8 27.9 31.10 

“Anden”    8.8 8.9 8.10  

  



1913 
 

20 VI 13 

 

 
 

 

  



1914 
17 IX 14 

 

 
 

1915 
 

? 

 

1916 
 

? 

 

  



1917 
 

It might be "SS FLORA" from "Det Bergenske Damskibsselskab"  

 

19 I 17 

 

 
 

?? III 17 

 

 
  



1929 
21 II 29 

 

 
 

21 II 29 

  
 

  



1931 
 

25 IX 31 

 

 
 

 

  



Examples with unclear date 
 

190? Date of cancel is unclear, but looks like 1903. 

  
 

18.II.?? 

 
 

14.V1.0? 

 
 



 
 

5 aur CX stpl Stavanger 27.X.3? 

 
 

 


