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News/Comment

Vilhjalmur Sigurdsson at Iceland Post has announced changes to the domestic mail arrangements, which
have a direct effect on the postal rates. By the time you read this shortened version, the arrangements are
already in place.

New letter mail rate for 0-50gm domestic mail as of 1* February, 2018.

From February 1% 2018 Iceland Post will reduce mail deliveries to every other day in urban areas and only
one mail stream will be offered. The volume of letter mail has dropped by 56% since 2007 and by a full 9%
in 2017. When demand decreases at this rate, changes need to be made, and these changes in Iceland are
consistent with the response of neighbouring countries facing a similar situation.

All domestic mail will be delivered within the next three business days after posting, as has been done with
non-priority mail (B-Mail) in recent years. This means that priority mail (A-Mail), which until now has been
delivered daily, will no longer be available. Today, about 70% of the mail entrusted to Iceland Post is
already non-priority mail (B-Mail). Iceland Post will continue to offer a next day delivery service as part of
a special new product called Forgangs-Bréf. * see below.

As of 1% February 2018 the price for 0-50gm domestic letter mail in Iceland will be ISK180. There will be
no stamps with the value of ISK195. The stamp values 50gm innanlands (currently 1SK195) and B50gm
innanlands (currently 1SK180) become as one as of February 1% 2018 and will be ISK180.

The text “B50g innanlands” will be seen on stamps issued on 15" February and April 26™ due to the fact
that this change in the Icelandic postal service was not accepted by the Post and Telecommunications
Administration (PTA) until January 23", At that time new stamps had already been printed with the B50g
innanlands value.

(Ed. Apart from the change for 0-50gm, the existing rates remain unchanged).

gromm
innantands

BREF

INNANLANDS

550 ‘mim 50 Em F FORGANGS-

180 kr. 195 kr. Label to be used on the priority letter domestic service for
delivery the next day after posting; although in some rural

areas because of local transport it may be 1 or 2 days.
The cost is ISK595 for 0-100gm.

180 kr.

From Steinar Fridthorsson:

| wanted to point out a website which I believe many Iceland collectors may be interested in knowing of, |
would consider it very relevant if you could present it in your next online magazine.
http://www.m-wiegner.de/isl_heft/index.html

(Ed: For those especially interested in the Iceland booklets or the gift folders, this is an extraordinary study.
Thank you Steinar.)



http://www.m-wiegner.de/isl_heft/index.html

Bridge cancel manoeuvres (2) (Issue 25)

In the last issue | gave an account of the urgent distribution of new Colop cancels to 15 offices whose
existing cancels could not be used from 2018. | imagined that would be the end of the matter, but | was
wrong.

Not being very patient when it comes to collecting cancellations, rather than wait a couple of years for all 15
new cancels to eventually come my way, | sent a stamped self-addressed envelope to all 15 offices with a
begging letter in my best Icelandic, asking for a nice cancel. They started to arrive within a few weeks, and
the one shown below struck me as being “not quite right”. This is a very nice “NORDURFJORPUR” dated
23.1.2018. Now, as bridge cancel collectors know, there is no longer an office of that name. The name
changed to “ARNESHREPPUR” back in 2010. When the 15 Colop cancels were produced for use from 2"
January, the cancel intended for Arneshreppur was wrongly created with the old name of Nordurfjérdur.

A message to Vilhjalmur Sigurdsson at Iceland Post on 25" January produced a swift
reaction with the dispatch of a new Colop cancel inscribed ARNESHREPPUR for use
from 29" January. Presumably they were asked to stop using the incorrect
Nordurfjordur cancel. Thus the Nordurfjordur cancel was used only from 2.1.2018 to
either 25 or 26.1.2018. | wonder how much mail was cancelled with the
Nordurfjordur cancel between 2.1.2018 and 26.1.2018? | know of one item at least.
©

Arneshreppur had never previously requested one of the Colop cancels which were
available from 2014. Thanks to Vilhjalmur, here is an image of their new Colop cancel
used from 29.1.2018 following the withdrawal of the wrongly named canceller. Later on
they will also have the old cancel returned with a new year wheel.

The office name change is unusual in the modern era, so | thought it might be interesting to recap on what
happened.

The collecting office was called 524 Nordurfjordur, and in September 2009 two other collecting offices, 522
Kjorvogur and 523 Baer were closed and all mail was handled at the Nordurfjorour collecting office located
in a grocery store.



At that time the current cancel was a type B8b1 issued in 1999 which replaced the
previous type B8e cancel. Unlike nearly all the other offices, as far as | am aware, no
subsequent B8b1 cancel was issued here in the general distribution of newly designed
B8b1 cancels in 2006.

é%“fﬁ_%% On December 1% 2009 the name of the office was changed from Nordurfjordur to

‘ 7\ Arneshreppur, as well as being upgraded from a collecting office to a post office. The

28012000 | existing B8b1 cancel continued in use until the new cancel inscribed Arneshreppur was

P75 received, and this was first used on 28" January 2010. In late December 2017,

L Arneshreppur was one of the offices declaring their need for a mail dater to operate from
2018. That produced the “error cancel” described previously.

| am sure Gestur Baldursson will not mind me including this extract from his article in IslandsKontakt 97 in
2014, in which he describes the efforts of the post office to maintain a postal service in such a remote area.

“Islandspdstur is cooperating with “Kaupfélag Steingrimsfiardar on running the post office, as the
Kaupfélag or Cooperative Society is running a grocery shop and provides other services at Nordurfjorour.
All mail sent to the area is sorted at the Péstmidstdd (Post Centre) in Reykjavik and is sent by air to Gjogur
twice weekly, but all transportation in the area is very difficult, especially during the winter. According to
the Bureau of Statistics, a total of 50 inhabitants were living in Arneshreppur on December 1* 2000, making
it the smallest rural district in Iceland in terms of population. Nordurfjordur alone has 11 inhabitants living
there all year around. The postmistress at Nordurfjordur (now Arneshreppur) is Hedda Hafsteinsdottir”.

At some stage after September 2016, I am not sure when, the local postal situation was changed again. The
arrangement with the grocery store ceased, and mail at Arneshreppur was taken over by a Landpostur
(Overland Mail Carrier). Vilhjalmur described the Landpostur as very often an employee of the Iceland Post
using an Iceland Post vehicle, but generally a Landpdstur can be a contractor using his own vehicle.

The Landpostur leaves the main post office and visits rural places such as farms, delivering and collecting
mail before returning to base. They operate 5 days a week. People keep an eye out for the Landpostur when
it is on its route in order to contact the driver if they need to mail a letter of package. Otherwise, messages
may be left in their mailboxes informing the driver that they have something to send.

In the official brochures “Overland Mail carrier” (OMC) is the English term for Landpdstur. This is
unfortunate, because it may give the impression that the mail always travels by vehicle overland, when in
some places, such as Hrisey, Grimsey etc., airplanes have to be used.

That completes the latest saga of the postal service in Nordurfjérour. The period from 1911 to 1999 was
quite interesting with a variety of cancellations. Perhaps it would be worth someone writing an article on
that?
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”New” false SEYDISFJORDUR postmark? Ebbe Eldrup

I looked at the Christoffer Gartner auction catalogue for the auction February 19th 2018. Not many
interesting lots from Iceland were found.

However, | noticed 6 lots with postcards, all of them with stamps on the picture side of the postcard. Four of
the lots contained postcards from Faskradsfjorour to Nantes, France, during 1906 and 1907; Either via
Bergen, Norway, or Copenhagen, Denmark. One lot was a postcard from Vestmannaeyjar via Troon, UK, to
France.

The last lot, lot 16859, that really caught my attention was one with 3 postcards. On the picture side each
had a 10 aur Christian 1X stamp. None of the postcards had any address on the other side and they never
went into the postal system. The postcards are shown here:

Island
Landp6sturinn

BRIEFSPJALD

(CARTE POSTALE)

& Island

BRIEFSPJALD

(CARTE POSTALE)




Hrafnagjd BRIEFSPJALD

(CARTE POSTALE)
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The ”Pingvellir” and the “Hrafnagja” postcards
both have a strange SEYDISFJORPUR postmark
5/6. The

letters are in Sans Serif capitals and not Roman
capitals as they should be.

Furthermore, in this period, it is unusual that the
departure post office, in this case ”Seydisfjorour”,
has put a second postmark on the postal item and
not only invalidated the stamps with the postmark.
It can therefore easily be concluded that this
Seydisfjordur postmark is false.

I have consulted Jgrgen Steen Larsen whose
opinion also is that this postmark is false.

As | recall, it is the first time that | have
encountered this postmark but maybe any of the
Magazine’s readers

has seen it before. Please come forward and let us know. One can only speculate why somebody makes a
fake postmark to put on these postcards of virtually no value.

The postcard with the rural postman ”LandpOsturinn” to me is quite fascinating which is why | also have
shown it in full size.
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Essays of Iceland (Issue 25) Jay Smith

With reference to Ron Collin's article re Essays in Issue 25, this is very nice (and rare) material! Ron seems
to state that he is not aware of modern publications covering essays. While I am not aware of anything on
early essays (such as he was discussing), there was an extensive article on 1930-1944 essays in the Nordia
96 Show

Catalogue #2 Catalog #2, as described here:

Iceland 1930-44 Thomas De La Rue Issues (Thorsteins, 1996; 18 page article: Thomas De La Rue & Co.
Limited Stamp Issues 1930 to 1944; appearing in Nordia 96 Show Catalog #2) An outstanding ENGLISH
language article about these stamps and production, particularly the ESSAYS OF THIS PERIOD with
excellent illustrations. Important reference.

Other than that, it seems very little has been published on the subject. Another project for somebody...



Early inland flights Jay Smith

This is something | have wondered about for a long time, but keep procrastinating about finding an
answer. Perhaps if the question is put in the magazine, someone can supply the answer.

There were numerous Icelandic domestic flights (and legs of flights) in the 1929-1930 era. | have had quite
a variety over the years. Most of them have the usual K.A. Hansen address and consistent visual
appearance; most with 10aur airmail overprinted stamps. The Luning Scandinavian airmail book lists a few
flights, but does not go into any detail -- nowhere near the number of different flights/legs/directions that |
have seen over the years.

Question:- Is there a catalog, or article, that details these? Better yet, one that gives some idea of relative
scarcity (or value) of the flight/leg/direction?

The cover that triggered this today is postmarked 22 X 30 from Onundarfjoérdur and backstamped 30 X 30 at
Reykjavik. There is a manuscript notation (in the typical neat pencil handwriting, probably of Hansen or his
staff, "30 Oct 1930 mail held for flight”. (Such handwriting is almost always of the same appearance and in
English; I suspect most of Hansen’s market was in the U.K. and U.S. If | remember correctly, Harvey
Gudmundson (deceased, Glenview, IL, USA) had a very good collection of these flights. Perhaps he, or
somebody else has built up a listing and/or a census? Hopefully the information exists and I just don’t know
where to find it. However, if not, perhaps this is something we could work on and develop a census.

This from Ron Collin:-

As for your inquiry about making a census of the covers, that is a challenge. The covers are so very similar,
with no distinguishing characteristics, such as different stamp types franking the covers, or Registration
Numbers, etc. They are pretty much “plain vanilla”. | think it would be very difficult to try to make a
census of those flight covers. Harvey Gudmundson did have an Iceland Airmail collection that was quite
nice. | do recall though, that he did not have covers representative of each of the legs of those first pioneer
flights. Here is a listing of the flight covers. Ron Collin

Number Canceled at Canceled Destination Franking  Arrival Cancel Arrival Date

1 Reykjavik 2.VI. 28 Siglufjordur 30 aurar Siglufjordur 4.VI. 28

2 [safjorour 4-VI. 28 Siglufjordur 30 aurar Siglufjordur 4.VI. 28

3 Akureyri 5-VI. 28 Reykjavik 30 aurar Reykjavik 5.VI. 28

4 Reykjavik 9.VI. 28 Vestmann Islands 30 aurar Vestmanneyjar | 9. VI. 28

5 Vestmanneyjar 9-VI. 28 Reykijavik 30 aurar Reykjavik 10. VI. 28

6 Seydisfjordur 6. VIII. 28 Reykjavik 30 aurar Reykjavik 8. VIII. 28

7 Reykjavik 3.VII. 29 Siglufjordur 30 aurar Siglufjordur 3.VII. 29

8 Poérshofn 3.VII. 29 Reykjavik 30 aurar Reykjavik 4.VIl. 29

9 Husavik 3.VII. 29 Seydisfjordur 30 aurar Seydisfjordur 4.VIl. 29

10 Bildudalur 6- VII. 29 [safjorour 30 aurar | [safjéréur 6. VIl. 29

11 Saudarkrokur 3.VII. 29 Akureyri 30 aurar Akureyri 3-VII. 29

12 Akureyri 13.1X. 29 Reykjavik 60 aurar Reykjavik 13.1X.29 °
13 Reykjavik 17.1X. 29 Akureyri 30 aurar Akureyri 17.1X. 29
14 Hdélmavik 18. X. 30 Reykjavik 20 aurar Reykjavik 30.X.30 °
15 Onundarfjérdur 22.X.30 Reykjavik 20 aurar Reykjavik 30.X.30 °*

a. Registered cover higher rate. 1st and 2nd airmail stamps.
b. Mail held for flight.
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Kaum. J. F. Gudmundsson

. . . Siglufirai
Here is a cover from the first flight

(Ed. The name of the book (was it 3 volumes?) is Annalar islenskra flugmala. Olafur Eliasson mentioned it
in the first part of his major article “Airmail rates 1928-1939" in Frimerkjabladio” He said it fully
described the early flights. I bought a copy in a flea market in Reykjavik many years ago, and regret letting
it go later).
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Two old cancels gone, and a new one arrives

During the discussion referred to earlier with Vilhjalmur Sigurdsson about Landpostur, he also mentioned
that he had withdrawn two remaining old cancels: the Djdpivogur B2c1 on 6™ February, and the Grimsey
Pictorial with Arctic Circle later in February. A new cancel was issued to Grimséy in February which shows
the Arctic Symbol and the Iceland Post posthorn logo.
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New cancel from February 2018



Flatey correction

I discovered an error in an article I had written for ISK106 and Scandinavian Contact in 2015. I described
the circumstances leading to the end of the Flatey cancel Blc on the Baldur ferry
Landpdstur. | incorrectly said that a type B8bl was used on the ferryboat, instead of the
Blc. The old Blc was modified for use from the year 2000 and the B8bl types for 1999
and 2006 were never issued to Flatey. That sets the record straight. As far as this magazine
is involved, In Issue 15 of February 2017, Iceland Gazetteer page 20, in the paragraph
under Flateyjarhreppur, delete references to B8b1 and substitute Blc.

There are probably enough of our readers who did not see the original article, and may be
interested in the unusual circumstances described therein; here it is below.

QAT
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Another date canceller has ceased to be used. Although the post office at Flatey was closed on 29.5.20009,
the B1c FLATEY mail dater continued in use aboard the ferry 'Baldur' which sailed from the island to
Stykkishélmur. The ship had a post office desk on board. In autumn 2014 a new ferry boat, also called
'‘Baldur’, was bought from Lofoten in Norway and came into operation. This vessel does not offer a postal
facility. Therefore the Flatey B1lc cancel was kept at the shipping line office and not used. A decision was
taken by the post office to remove the Flatey cancel from 1st September 2015, until it was pointed that a
stamp issue was planned for 10th September which featured the old library on Flatey island. It was
anticipated that collectors might want this stamp cancelled at Flatey, so the withdrawal of the date canceller
was put off until 1st October 2015. The last date of use of this cancel might be recorded as autumn 2014 on
board the old Baldur, or maybe 30th September 2015 on collector covers? All mail from the island of Flatey
is now cancelled at the Stykkish6lmur post office with their postmark.
XHXXHXHXXIXHXXXEHXXIEHXXIXEKHXXIXKXXIHXXIEKHXXIEHKXIXEKHXIXHKHXIIXHKXIEHKXIXEHKXIXEKHXXIXHKXIEXHXXIXEKHXXIXEXXXIXKXXKKXXXK

Another rare single franking

The Famous Icelanders were issued September 18™ 1975. The values in this series were supposed to be for
the rates of January 1% 1975. However, the rates were changed at October 1* 1975 and the 18kr. stamp was
only to be used as single franking for 12 days. The value was the lowest rate for a printed matter.

Printed matter to Finland cancelled Haldérstadir 29 1X 1975.
Printed matter rate was 18 kr 0-20 gr. worldwide

The 23kr. of this series was originally the rate for an ordinary inland letter. This value was from October 1%
the printed matter rate. The two other values were supplements.
10



Interesting postal rates Ron Collin
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iSLAND.
(DANMARK.)

SVAR-BRJEFSPJA

(On.rto postdo-réponu.)

The October 2015 Gaertner auction carried this postal card with the Husavik Crown cancel posted in 1900.
The franking is 31aur.

I noticed Lot 9450, another Husavik postal card to Verviers. This one is Registered with a 40 aur rate.
THESE ARE INTERESTING RATES.
It would be interesting to see if there are any comments on these cards. I'm curious about the routing and the
rates.

11



Modern machine cancels

In Issue 17 p.5 the matter seemed to be settled regarding the identification and origin of two machine
cancels used at Husavik and Egilsstadir shown again here. They are type M8 Frama Electron originating as
franking machines (frimerkingaveélar) converted into cancelling machines (stimpilvélar).

&2 for 6
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e
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Now another one has turned up, used at Keflavik in 2002. The appearance seems identical, with no
Islandspdstur logo, and so we have a third type M8. | cannot presume it is from a similar machine
conversion, nor can | guess at the origin of the cancel.

x
Halldor \ﬁansson og f].
Heidards44

110-Reykjavik ALV A ADFL 7/ e

Dated 16.12.02. 45kr inland rate

In common with the Husavik and Egilsstadir cancels, this was not included in islenskir Stimplar Briar-,
Rallu- og Vélstimplar 1998-2007.

In postal terms much has altered at Keflavik since 2002; all the cancels were changed in August 2003 to
Reykjanesbeer, and so the spell of use for this M8 cancel must have been limited to that extent. When was it
first used? Hopefully readers will come up with other dated examples.
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Postal Labels Jay Smith

Following the article by Ole Svinth in Issue 24, | show the following three different types. Probably all are

known to most readers, but just in case...
The first two have been sold, but | keep reference images of such items on the website for educational

purposes. For the third (circular) type, I include some additional reference images and notes (size of sheet,
etc.).

[
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POSTST (OBRNIN |B

POSTSTJORNIN crown / posthorn letter seal. Oval, scalloped edges. Red on white paper, crown above,
posthorn below. On piece from reverse of 1925 registered (tied by British blue lines) cover transiting
Edinburgh 24 August 1925 and either transiting or arriving (probably) in Kgbenhavn 27 August 1925.

This may "just” be an official post office letter seal. However, often such were used to "officially seal”
letters. I can only recall having one other such seal about 15-20 years ago

1950s Postal Seal. NH VF. Reverse-printed embossed blue oval type of design that is seen in the postal
seals of various countries. For example, in 1876, Sweden started using a design similar to this for an actual
official postal mail stamp for letters to foreign destinations. In general, countries seem to use type of seal as
a letter seal on official correspondence and/or as seal to repair damaged mail. |1 do not know when this
particular seal was printed, but I am guessing that it was in the 1950s.
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1970s Postal Seal. NH VF single. A remarkable, elegant, and colorful circle-in square seal picturing the
National Coat of Arms and the post office emblem. The text includes Reykjavik, thus we assume that is
where it was normally used. It was printed in the same manner as stamps, on stamp paper, by the famous
stamp printer De La Rue! The date of issue is not known to me, but | believe it to be from the 1970s. It has
probably been used as a letter seal on official correspondence and/or as seal to repair damaged mail.

The circle-in-square ca. 1970s Official Postal Seal was issued in sheets of five (10 wide by 5 high). Printed
by De La Rue in the same manner as regular stamps, the plate number is in the lower left corner of the sheet
and the DLR imprint is in the lower right.

Also, I think readers would want a link to the web page because it shows the images of imprint blocks, plate
numbers, etc., etc.

http://www.jaysmith.com/Lists/Iceland/lceland-Postal-Labels-Official-Seals.html
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More of those Flateyri C/P cards

Ron Collin has dug up another couple of those Flateyri cards with the Type 2 crown postmark, all in the
same written hand. These are from two different German auction houses. How many more are there?
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(a) Described FLATEYRI. violet CROWN-Cancel on picture card "Pingvallavatn™ sent to Wiesbaden,
Germany

(b) 1900 (ca.): photo picture post card (showing Geysir) franked with 10 Aur red, tied by FLATEYRI
(undated blue circular hand stamp, crown & post horn) addressed to Wiesbaden, Germany. No
arrival or transit post marks
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Iceland gazetteer part 18 David Loe

NORDUR-MULASYSLA.

This county links the low lying marshes of Nordur-
Pingeyjarsysla studied in the last part with the more rugged
and deeply indented fjord country of the east coast. However,
it is sparsely populated, with a current population of only
about 2300 compared with some 3600 at the turn of the
century.

18.1 SKEGGJASTADAHREPPUR.

Both the fjords in Bakkafl6i have had offices, the first being opened at Bakki (1) on 1.1.1899. The office
initially used a triple ring crown cancel inscribed 'BAKKI' until 1903 when number 47 was introduced. This
was used until 31.12.1916 when the office was closed and moved to Bakkafjorour (otherwise known as
| Hofn (3)). The collecting office
=t }i s was promoted to post office on
pru J-jgsrou | 1.10.1945, closed on 20.7.2004 and

VW Cunnolfsoik

\qunl' H

i | moved to a postal agency at
P (Hafnizl/~—Sanrbejdrtdngt Kauptin  ehf  till  closure
(SauriyA G A | 31.12.2006. In that time it used the
T a9 (R 8 [~ w ' old triple ring crown cancel from
: L b‘s\_\ ane ] | - - -
Y8R LNz & Mihpardarnds Soartr Bakki and also possibly a single
p RN o = & & neing-hee ting crown cancel, number 47 till
;cg“‘f‘i =" =\ P g‘“’T £ ‘ “ w1 1930 and then Swiss types B2a,
o /o N 4 & ,‘vé’-»r” BAKKA FIORpDURNEE o \*  B8e, B8b1 in two types. The
% 7 ymidge ,. /‘m = a OfPL 4as/ 5 village, on the southern shore of
Mg LA Yo e i gty -"‘Q’ Custati c\n” Digra Bakkafloi was only served by sea-
“P‘*hdl‘_ rd i) &J%}, oY, A o B ) i/~ : post until the turn of the century
mn s .-f".: ; g A _IIA 90 when it was linked with the

overland posts. Today it is
connected by bus with borshéfn and in 1968 had a population of 64.

At the head of Finnafjordur a collecting office was opened in the farm of Saurbzr (4) between 16.3.1929
and 31.12.1963, it is now deserted. For such a small office open for a relatively short number of years it
seemed to have a multitude of cancels. Number 231 was used from 1929 to 30.6.1930. Swiss type cancel
B2a inscribed 'SAURB/ER MUL' was used 1.7.1930 to 1956 when it was lost. After number 295 was used
as a temporary cancel it was replaced with type B3e inscribed 'SAURB/ZAR N-MUL' and used till closure.

18.2 VOPNAFJARDARHREPPUR.

The only office in the parish is situated at the village of \Vopnafjordur. A busy little port when the herring
are in season, the population has risen from 228 in 1901 to the present total of some 600. A collecting office
was opened here 1.1.1873, which was subsequently made up to post office 1.4.1888 and was issued with a
provincial post office postmark, which was used as late as the mid-1930s. After that there have been a series
of Vopnafjordur Swiss type cancels, B4c, B8e, B7b, B8b, B8bl, and R8a. The post office was closed
11.11.2004 and an agency was opened at Landsbanka Islands till 5.10.2008 and since then at its successor,
Landsbankann hf.
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Plcture postcard view of Vopnafjoréur in about 1910

18.3 HLIDPARHREPPUR.

N Along the river Jokulsa & Bra, three farms had offices
¢ at one time or another. The first was opened at
¢ Fossvellir on the Northern Post 1.1.1873. However, it
iy was closed 31.12.1874 and moved to Hrafnabjorg
# (1). It was reopened 1.1.1877 having moved from
# Hofteigur (18.4) just to the north, but was only open
J¢ for that year. It reopened again 1.4.1892 and from
14 1893 it used a single ring crown cancel inscribed
%4 'FOSSVOLLUR' till the office was closed again
s oo 31.12.1897.

From 1910 to 1914 and again 1918-1928 it became
. an occasional port-of-call for coastal vessels and
: <4 reopened full-time from 1.1.1929 to 10.2.1984.

From 1903 number 31, one of the rarest numeral
 cancels, was used. Number 230 was also used from

i3 ‘G

/ r ﬂ" F%

,’*’ ,_R{,'i ‘l‘
4,

;,\ ZFbysod llu“ i 4

\f; - 1930 and then Swiss type Bla and B8b were issued.
\ Ho nu /5 - .H

?‘4’"““ i /@f

Mentioned above, the collecting office at Hrafnabjorg (1) was opened 1.1.1875 having been moved from
Fossvellir and was open for that year. The office was reopened 1.7.1882 but closed and moved back to
Fossvellir before any cancels were issued.

The remaining office was opened at the parish church of Sledbrjotur 10.5.1898. No crown cancel has been
found but the collecting office used number 37 and Swiss type B2a until closure 31.12.1963.
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18.4 JOKULDALSHREPPUR.
Further up the same valley along the main road i/ |
to Modrudalur is the rectory of Hofteigur. E
Moved from Fossvellir 1.1.1878 the collecting | .
office remained open until 30.6.1882 when it -
was moved to Hrafnabjorg (18.3). It was
reopened 1.1.1898 and used the old Fossvollur + =
cancel and then a rare triple ring crown cancel )
(inscribed Hofteigur) until 1903 when number @ 41
33 was issued. On 30.6.1916 the office was
moved to Hvanna, a few km. downstream. The /& A~
farm initially used number 33 and then Swiss ./ 4 @
types Bla and B8b. The office was closed :
31.1.1984.

Further south-west a collecting office was !
opened at the farm of Skjoldolfsstadir 1.1.1882.
Though a crown cancel was probably used here,
none is known and number 36 was used from
1903. This was subsequently superseded by
Swiss types B2a and B8b before closure
30.11.1984.

On the no-through-road leading south-west from Skjoldolfsstadir a collecting office was open for a very
short time in 1892 (1.4 to 13.6) at Hakonarstadir. No cancels are known used from here and the office was
moved on 14.6.1892 to Eiriksstadir rectory further up the road. Except from between 1.1.1895 and
31.12.1903 when the office was located at Bru (1), Eiriksstadir has used a very rare single ring crown cancel
(with its own name), the inherited two-ring Bru crown cancel, number 30 and then Swiss type B2a before
closure 31.12.1963.

Bru (1), a farm even further up the rough road, was a collecting office from 1.1.1895 to 31.12.1903 and used
a very rare double ring crown cancel and then number 30 for a year.

18.5 FLJOTSDALSHREPPUR

The next major valley to the south and containing the
thermally warmed waters of Lagarfljét, is the valley of
Fljotsdalur. The parish is at the south-western end of the
valley, and the first collecting office was situated at the
rectory of Valpjofsstadur. Opened 16.4.1892 it used a
single ring crown cancel until 1903 when number 38 was
introduced. This was subsequently superseded by Swiss
type B2a in use till 31.12.1966 and at one time a straight-
line rubber cancel Valpjofsstadur . The office was moved |
to Ytri-Vidivellir, a farm across the river. Initially the old
Valpjofsstadur Swiss cancel was used and then it got its |
own type B8e inscribed VIDIVELLIR till closure
28.2.1985. Ytri-Vidivellir is sometimes referred to as
Vidivellir-Ytri.
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~ .# 186 FELLAHREPPUR.
~ As (2) was the first collecting office in the parish opened only for a short
'y time at the parish rectory between 1% April and 13" June 1892. As such it

= had no cancels of its own.

7 4 open between 1.7.1945 and 31.12.1963 using number 300 and then a Swiss
' type B3e. Skeggjastadir is only a few km south-west of As.

The first office in the parish was opened at { ool
the rectory of Kirkjubzr on 16.4.1892 &)t
having been moved from nearby ke
Hjaltastadur (18.8). It used a single ring ¢ ¢
crown cancel until 1903 when number 35 )
k& was given to Kirkjubzr. This was -\
followed by Swiss type Bla before the
office closed 30.9.1965.

: P ‘ Opened 23.2.1929 a second office was at
the farm of Bot further south some 9 km. from Egilsstadir. Number 229 was used
initially, followed by Swiss type Bla. The office was closed 31.12.1976.

18.8 HIALTASTADAHREPPUR.
contalns 37 separate farms. The earliest office was opened at
the parish rectory of Hjaltastadur. It opened 12.4. 1890 but
‘@ closed shortly after on 15.4.1892 and moved to Kirkjubaer
(187 above). It reopened 1.1.1898 and used a single ring
crown cancel till 1903 then number 32 until 1906 when the
7% cancel was damaged. It was replaced by number 177 followed
/51 by a Swiss type B2a from 1930. It was closed 30.6.1945 and
& moved to Sandbrekka. Here the office stayed till closure
* 31.12.1963 using number 177 and Swiss type B8e.

The second office was opened at Unaos (also known as Os)
where the road leaves the coast to go to Bakkagerdi. The
< collecting office was located at the farm between 1.1.1907 and
= 31121912 using number 53.

A collecting office was opened at Ketilstadir on 1.7.1945. This is a farm about 5 km. south of Hjaltastadur
and used number 299 and then Swiss type B3e. It was closed 31.06.1973 and moved to Laufas, near to
Hjaltastadur and used Swiss types B3e of Ketilsstadir and then B8b till closure 31.1.1984.

18.9 BORGARFJARDARHREPPUR

This is a very isolated fjord as it is only reached by land at the end of a tenuous track from Unads. As was

often the custom, the duties of the postman were entrusted to the clergy, in this case the rector of

Desjarmyri, just south of Bakkagerdi. Here the office was in use between 23.4.1892 and 31.21.1896 when it

was moved to Bakkagerdi. In that time it used a single ring crown cancel, spelt ' DESJAMYRI'. Bakkagerol,
18



sometimes known by the name of the fjord in which it is
situated, Borgarfjordur, used the old crown cancel ..
DESJAMYRI and number 44 until 1.1.1920 when it was | Gesaoihlf]
made up to post office. Since then it has used Swiss types
B2cl (26.5 mm. and 28 mm. diam.), and B7b. It also used
a 26mm straight line cancel. The office was closed
1.8.2005

The village had a population of 163 in 1968 and was at one
time the home of the painter Kjarval. Leading south from
here is the extremely rough jeep track to Husavik and
Lodmundarfjordur.

18.10 LODMUNDARFJARDARHREPPUR.

Stakkahlio, alternatively known after the fjord as Loomundarfjordur, was opened as a
collecting office 23.4.1892 and used a single ring crown cancel inscribed 'STAKKAHLID'
until 1903 when number 45 was issued. This was in turn followed by Swiss type B2a till
TR : = pyarp Closure 31.12.1967. This is a very
I # isolated fjord dependent on the

W0 3 fishing for the jeep track is

‘extremely rough' to quote a road
guide. The total population for the

=== whole parish in 1961 was a mere 23,
> ‘]"”ﬁ ordur ~ living at four addresses. The Swiss type cancel was
e .36, [ inscribed ‘LODMUNDARFJORDUR .

18.11 SEYDISFJARPARHREPPUR.

SEYDISFIJORDUR
Created Kaupstadur in 1894

The town of Seydisfjordur is the administrative centre for the Eastern Fjords. It has a population of just
under 1000 which has grown from 841 in 1901. The good sheltered port has been important over the
centuries and was used by the Norwegians who started the herring fishing which is the town's main
livelihood to this day. The British Royal Navy made Seydisfjordur its main depot in the Second World War
and it is the eastern terminus of the transatlantic telephone opened to Britain in 1906.

Seyadisfjordur had the distinction philatelically of having one of only three Danish post offices. It was
opened in 1870 and used a three ring 237 cancel. It should also have received a date stamp but none has
been found yet. Even the 237 is extremely rare and has not been found on cover. This is explained by the
fact that only three sailings were made from Seydisfjorour when the cancellation was current, and these
were all in the summer of 1870. In 1871 there were no sailings at all and in 1872 the mail boat called at
Berufjordur rather than Seydisfjordur.

In 1873 the regular Icelandic posts were started and the office received a provincial date stamp. This was

used to about 1911 when it was replaced by Swiss type B2cl. Subsequently Swiss types B8e, B7b, B8bl,
and R8a have been used.
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The office has been designated the following:
Postafgreidsla: 1.1.1873 to 31.12.1919
Postofa: 1.1.1920 to 31.12.1929
Péstafgreiosla: 1.1.1930 to 21.10.2009
Samstarf vid Landsbanka islands: 22.10.2009 to ?
Samstarf vid Landsbankann hf: ? to ?
Samstarf vid Kjorbudin ? to present

Card sent by French fisherman from Seydisfjordur in 1908

D000 0,0.0,0.0,0.0,0.0,0,0.0.0,0,0.0.0.0,0.0.0,0,0,0.0,0,0,0.0,0,0.0.0,0,0.0.0.0,0.0.0.0.0,0.0.0,0,00,0,0,0.0.0,0.00.0.0.00.0.0,00.0,.0000,0,000.0.000.0.00.00.000.0000,.0,000,0000,0.000.0.004

Old postmark BORGANES used one day only. Top quality. Or?? Ole Svinth

Seeing this stamp | simply had to correspond with a specialist. | was naturally sure of the answer. However,
I will copy the answer, as maybe some of the readers do not have confidence in my judgement that it is a
fake

cancellation.

From Jgrgen Steen Larsen:

This is the worst fake postmark seen for a long time. Name of office
wrongly spelled! Should have been BORGARNES (r missing). Postmark
type resembles a machine cancel but the 10 a.m. position seems to
contradict. The stamp was not valid for postage since 31 12 39.
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Covers to unusual destinations (Part 2) Wilbur Jonsson

BRJEFSPJALD ak

(CARTE POSTALE) “QUBB“

Utu Brauns Verzlun , HAMBURG”

SURINAME: Picture postcard addressed to Paramarbo, Suriname, Dutch Guyana with the straight line
Paquebot mark of Edinburgh as well as an arrival stamp of Paramaribo dated -/ 4/11 on the address side
and two strikes of the Edinburgh CDS dated MR 13 11.
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PALESTINE: 20 aurar buildings brjefspjald with the Reykjavik machine cancel dated 14 VI 1937 addressed
to Tel Aviv, Palestine but as usual for that period, no arrival cancel.
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HUNGARY: early picture postcard of Geysir spouting (number two of a set of ten of which the first six
were Icelandic scenes, two of Faroese scenes and two of DWI scenes) franked with a 5 aur green coarse
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VARMEKILDEN GEYSER. FRA DE DANSKE KOWNIWDE
. // é"%“ =

p——

ISLAND. 2

perf. There is a Reykjavik CDS of 11/3/-9 (the first digit of the date is unclear, but likely a 9) and a Szent

Endre arrival cancel.
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HONG KONG: This 5 aurar stationery card, single has the handstruck mark “Drucksache” (printed
merchant D. Thomsen. The card is postmarked with the bridge cancel of Reykjavik 79 1901. On the back
is the CX of Victoria, Hong Kong Oc 21 01 and the office handstamp of the recipient dated Oct 21.

INIABER :  D. THOMSEN, KAISERLICH DEUTSCHER KONSUL.

KOPENHAGEN. REYKJAVIK. AKRANES. Reykjavik, Datum des Poststempels.
ETABLIERT 1858. ; RECEIVED

Fiir mein Lingrosgeschiift bitte ich um gef. Zusendung von (WY ilBricrten Preis-
liste mit bzlhg'sten Notierungen und hichstem Rabatt fiir Baarzahlung. s L
Offerten, eventuell mit Muster ohne Wert beigelegt, sind in Bifsmwpimre erwiinscht,
das eine an meine hiesige Adresse, das andere nach meinem Kontore in Kopenhagen.
Um aller billigste Preise zu erhalten, bin ich eventuell bereit, Zuhlung mit dem
Auftage einzusenden.
Referenzen durch die Handelsbank und die Landmandsbank Kopenhagen, die
~Reykjavik, und durch alle bessere deutsche Auskunftsbureaus.
5 Hochachtungsvoll

i { H. Th. A. Thomsen.
/“ -
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Was this cancel ever used here? (16)

B2a borfinnsstadir Vestur-isafjardarsysla

Recorded use borfinnsstadir 1.07.1930 — 31.12.1944
Kirkjubol 1.1.1945 - 31.12.1964

The amount of mail handled by these remote north western farms must have
been very small. Facit does not price this bridge cancel. The cancel was located
at Kirkjubol for nearly 20 years. One of our readers may have an example used
at Kirkjubél?

f 9% 6 ;It;r} B2a bPoroddsstadur Sudur bingeyjarsysla

\“ {“ / Recorded use béroddsstadur 28.2.1930 — 31.03.1976
Rangd 1.4.1976 —4.7.1976

- 121069

SDETEN The delay in receiving its own Rangéa cancel was just 3
o e months; time enough for the limited use of Péroddsstadur?
\ o If anyone has one it must be rare.

I can’t resist slipping in a short story about my visit to
Ranga in 1993. Armed with my map of the post office
locations in Sudur bing, | had persuaded Avri the tour guide
to stop the bus at every farm location en route so | could
jump out and take a photo of former post offices. The driver
overshot the Ranga farm and Ari told him to reverse the
minibus so | could get my photo. The driver reversed but forgot he had a trailer on tow, which jack-knifed
and scraped down the side of the bus. While he and the guide were phoning Reykjavik HQ to report the
damage to their brand-new minibus, | was running a few hundred yards back to Ranga to get my photo. (Ari
was very nice about it afterwards).
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Opinions invited on this early official Airmail

Unfortunately | have mislaid any correspondence | might have had relating to this illustrated cover. Many
early inland airmail covers are regarded as having a philatelic origin. On face value, this one appears to be
an official 1930 airmail, which has travelled a very short distance from Pjorsarbri post office in
Rangavallasysla, crossed the Pjorsa river to the Telephone Exchange/Office at Olfusarbrd in Arnessysla,
about 20 kms westwards. There are no postal markings on the reverse, just an imprinted logo of a parachute,
a letter and the inscription BON/AIRFIELD. | have tried to reproduce that image as best | can.

pjérsarbri  Bla dated 26.6.30 and a receiving cancel OlfGsarbrd 27.6.30.
Although everything is apparently in order, why use airmail, and which
airmail route would possibly include the short hop from Pjérsarbra to
Olfasarbra?

The 30aur franking is correct, made up of 5 x CHX 4aur officials plus a 10aur
triangular official. 1 found a note | made that a similar cover is shown in
Llning page 157, but I no longer have access to that either.
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Seen at auction

Quite an early Keflavik Flugvollur?

LEIFR EIRICS

9. oct. 1938

[SLAND ||

- o
s
« »
‘0909000000000 00c00000000000000FC
L]

It is dated 9 years before the cancel was issued in 1947. Seen on Ebay. $19 start

Nice contrasting shades of the 2sk

Contrasting conditions too, but there must be a story behind that very fine 11 cancel on a skilling stamp?
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Late use of the Borgarfell crown cancel

It has been mentioned in previous issues that there is a need for an update of Facit Specialized to keep up
with research on the crown cancels. The following article was in a previous Scandinavian Contact magazine
and is reproduced here with the permission of the author.

Several copies of the Borgarfell crown cancel are known on Double Head issues with the crosses wmk
issued from 1913, as is shown here. Some of the Borgarfell strikes on Double Head issues were also used at
Flaga which opened in 1917 after the closure of HIid, and proof of this is a cover dated 14.4.1917 reported
by Jergen Steen Larsen in an article on late use of crown cancels in IslandsKontakt Nr.45.

PO U9 9. .0 P v 39 ¥ ._»-.A.'\. A8 8 A S an s

Ry | > Enquiries revealed the apparent scarcity of
gf !l_{lm - : BRIt I'ﬂ-N .. copies of the numeral 22 on the Double
Head crosses wmk issues. As JSL wrote, this
may indicate that perhaps the numeral was
mislaid at HIid resulting in the regular use of
the Borgarfell crown cancel at HIid and later
at Flaga, at least until 1920. If there are any
examples of the Borgarfell crown cancel on
CHIX issues, this would not overturn the
probability that its late use was confined to
the period 1913-1920. The Facit valuation of

: i . 800SEK for numeral 22 applies to both the

Borgarfell and HI|6 perlods I belleve this may not reflect its true scarcity during the HIid period, or indeed
at Flaga until 1920 on the Double Head stamps. It is well known on the 1925 Views.
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Can anyone show an earlier date?

BZR KFN type B8e, according to the handbook islenskir Stimplar by Por borsteins, is known from October
1960. The example shown below is clearly dated 27.V11.1960. Can anyone find an earlier date of use?

GOD (PROTT
GULLI BETR! _

28



