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SPECIAL # 33– LEITH SHIP LETTER –V1 2023 
 
Compiler: Jakob S. Arrevad: jsa@agadvokatfirma.dk 
In collaboration with Ebbe Eldrup: ebbe.eldrup@gmail.com 
 
This is a part of a series, supplemented by recent discoveries, which summarizes 
information published over the years in IslandsKontakt and elsewhere1. We 
must all be grateful for the sustained efforts of all those who, over the years, as 
Editors or Authors have contributed to the gathering and dissemination of 
information relevant to the philately of Iceland. 
 
This is a part of seven studies: 
IslandsKontakt Special # 29 V1 2021  GRANTON SHIP LETTER 
IslandsKontakt Special # 31 V1 TO COME  EDINBURGH LARGE SHIP LETTER 
IslandsKontakt Special # 32 V1 TO COME  EDINBURGH SMALL SHIP LETTER 
IslandsKontakt Special # 33 V1  LEITH SHIP LETTER 
IslandsKontakt Special # 5 V1 2016  LEITH PAQUEBOT 
IslandsKontakt Special # 3 V2 2018  EDINBURGH PAQUEBOT 
IslandsKontakt Special # 37 V 1 2023 LONDON SHIP LETTER 
   
Compilations of other British postmarks and other issues in the series 
“IslandsKontakt Special” can be accessed for free at 
https://www.nfvskandinavie.com/artikelen-ijsland.php 
 

1. HISTORY 
Robertson2  writes about the post offices of Edinburgh and Leith: 
“The use of maritime handstamps at Edinburgh and Leith is divided into three distinct 
periods”, and it might be almost correct when describing handstamps with the name of the 
town – except for the round Leith Ship Letter described here.  
When it comes to the two octagonal SHIP LETTER handstamps it is not so clear – and it is 
further distracted by the use of GRANTON SHIP LETTER.3 
 
For a period partly overlapping the LEITH SHIP LETTER (Robertson S.5) and after 1840, 
Leith used an oval ship letter, one with the crown (S.4 until 1844) and two without crown (S.6 
and S.7 used up to 1858). 
Thereafter is a gap until 18874 with the round LEITH SHIP LETTER. From 1858 until 1868 
there are no stamps to fill the gap. 
From 1868 until 1877 it might be filled in with the big octagonal SHIP LETTER, but again in 
1878 and 1879 there are nothing to fill in. From 1880 until 1887 it might be the small 
octagonal SHIP LETTER – or the big one used again from 1885 until 1889.5 
As examples prior to  the round LEITH SHIP LETTER, here are  letters from 1818 and 1829: 
 

 
1 See for example IslandsKontakt SPECIAL # 5, v.1, 2016 - Ship Letter/Paquebot Leith – Iceland. Original 
manuscript by Jakob S. Arrevad, Mike Tuttle and Ole Svinth. 
2 Robertson, Alan W.: “A History of the Ship Letters of the British Isles” Reprinted Edition Volume II E.76 and 
E.141 
3 See GRANGEMOUTH Islandskontakt Special # 27 v.1 2022. I deal with the other two cancellations in separate 
studies together with Ebbe Eldrup. 
4 First known use 
5 The present IslandsKontakt Special # 33 is a part of the SHIP LETTER study on mail from Iceland.  

mailto:jsa@agadvokatfirma.dk
mailto:ebbe.eldrup@gmail.com
https://www.nfvskandinavie.com/artikelen-ijsland.php
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1818 Cover to Edinburgh "Pr Lincoln" showing a LEITH SHIP LETTER, charged 8d Ship 
Letter plus 1d Leith to Edinburgh, Robinson S 5 (indicated use 1817-1840). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1829 Folded entire LERWICK to EDINBURGH. Same framed LEITH SHIP LETTER in blue.; 

LEITH in blue and EDINBURGH in red single circles on reverse. 
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2. Round LEITH SHIP LETTER 
 
The round LEITH SHIP LETTER is in our opinion used from 1887 until 1909 plus 1912, but it 
appears in the Kirkwood proof book I 1873: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reason for not being used until 1887 is unknown. It is a long period. 
 
Orla Nielsen indicates in IslandsKontakt # 80 the use from 1894 until 1909, but in the same 
issue, the editor shows the end use in 1912. Mackay "Scottish Postmarks" shows as # 1668 the 
stamp drawn with the date NO 4 1869, but writes in the text that the "ship letter" stamp was 
from 1875 but does not mention anything specific about Leith (page 124).  
The use in 1868 must be a mistake. Robertson indicates the use to 1887-1903. Schilling writes 
 1889-1912 and shows a Brjefspjald with 10 aur from AU 7 1889 sent to Vienna. Mike Dovey & 
Keith Morris (# 315) say the use is from 1894-1908, but with the note: "Studd s. 12 first used in 
1887" 
And 1887 is – until now the right starting point: 
 

1887 

 
10 øre postcard from Norway to London cancelled LEITH SHIP LETTER JY 27 87. 
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Norwegian 10 øre card cancelled with 3-rings number "92" (Vosse-banen) transit cancellation 

LEITH SHIP LETTER AUG 24 87" sent to Ashfield, England. 

 

1889 First LEITH SHIP LETTER – from Iceland 

1889 

 
 

Stationary sent from Akureyri 30 JY 1889. (date on the back) to Vienna with LEITH SHIP 
LETTER - AU 7 89. No postal handling in Iceland. The carrier from Akureyri is unknown – but 

it is not the official coastal ship SS Thyra or the mail steamer SS Laura. 
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1890 
6 

 

 
6 The period from 1890 until 1893 is also described in LONDON SHIP LETTER IslandsKontakt Special # 37 V1 
2023 
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Stationary 8 aur with added 3 aur from Reykjavík 13 6 90 to Copenhagen. LEITH SHIP 
LETTER JU 27 90 and black – but unclear –  LONDON SHIP LETTER. 

The text tells, that the sender arrived at Reykjavik 13 6 90 and the next day will continue with 
S/S THYRA, and THYRA left on the 13th  west on a coastal trip. Written “received 30 06 90”. 

LAURA arrived in Reykjavik but left east and north and returned 26th. 
The newspaper Ísafold 21 6 90: “Magnetic , Slimon's steamer, left here the night of the 19th”. 

So, it was probably sent with S/S Magnetic, arrived in LEITH JU 27 and overland to Denmark 
arriving  30th June 1890. S/S Magnetic belonged to R.& D. Slimon, Leith and was not a “mail 

ship”. 7 

1891 
Newspaper Ísafold 13 06 91: “Steamer Magnetic, Slimons, arrived here yesterday and leaving 
again tonight west of the country and north.” 
 

 
 

Letter from Reykjavik 13.6.91 to Copenhagen with LEITH SHIP LETTER  JU 22 91 and red 
SHIP LETTER LONDON JU 23 91, probably with SS Magnetic. 

-o0o- 

 
7 See further in IslandsKontakt # 104. 
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“Steamer Magnetic, Slimons, arrived here Sunday evening 4th., and with her few foreign 
tourists, …. The ship left from here directly to Scotland last evening with over 400 horses,” 
(Newspaper Ísafold 8.7.1891) 

 

 
 
Reykjavík via LEITH SHIP LETTER JY 10 91 – red LONDON SHIP LETTER JY 11 91 - sent to 

Germany. 
-o0o- 

 
The next two were also with S/S Magnetic.  

 
 
10 aur stationery card from Reykjavík 20.7.1891 per S/S Magnetic via England to Copenhagen. 
Two different ship cancels "LEITH SHIP LETTER JY 24 91" and in red LONDON SHIP 
LETTER JY 25 91. Arr. mark "K.OMK 1 27.7.91". 
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10 aur stationery card canc. REYKJAVÍK 20.7 sent to France via England with transit canc. 
LEITH SHIP LETTER JY 24 91, red LONDON SHIP LETTER JY 25 91" and CALAIS 25 JUIL 

91 as well as arrival canc. TOURS INDRE ET LOIRE 26 JUIL 91. 
 

1892 
Ísafold, 6 7 92: ” The steamship Stamford, partly the property of  Mr. L. Zöllners in Newcastle, 
came here this morning from the north and the west. Had left England 23. last month, with 
calls at Seyðisfjörður, Vopnafjörður, Húsavík, Akureyri, Hofsós and Sauðárkrók. Took some 
fish to the east. Here it takes horses. Going directly to England the next evening. Mr. Zöllner 
himself is with the ship.” 
 

 
 

Stationary from Reykjavík 7 7 92 to Germany. LEITH SHIP LETTER JY 19 92 and red 
LONDON SHIP LETTER JY 13 92. 
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1893 
 

 
 

SHIP LETTER from THORSHAVN 4.2, franked with a Danish 20 øre, arms. Directed "Pr. 
Føringur, via Leith". LEITH SHIP LETTER, MR 1 93, sent to Denmark. 

 
 

 
 

COMMERCIAL STREET LEITH on a letter from UK with UK stamps and addressed to 
Denmark8: 

 

 
8 We include it as the cancellation in Leith is round! 
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1894 

The omnibus paquebot was sent via Edinburgh to Leith on January 9th, 1894.  
 

 
 
It looks like it was not delivered until 1896 – at least we have seen two examples from 1895, 
where it is used in Edinburgh: FE 11 1895: 
 

9 

 
PAQUEBOT was not used on the following cards from 1894, 1895 and beginning of 1896 – 
apparently, in Leith they were satisfied with SHIP LETTER LEITH. The first use of 
PAQUEBOT  in Leith is on a letter cancelled 18 MY 1896 and it is cancelled with a Leith Town 
cancellation. Hosking 2nd edition # 7 and Dovey/Morris # 22 both have a period of use from 
1896. 

 
 
We have only seen two examples of LEITH SHIP LETTER  and PAQUEBOT – see below JY 22 
97 and DE 15 97.  
 
 

 
9 See GRANTON SHIP LETTER IslandsKontakt Special # 29 V. 2021 
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5 aur stationery card written in Stykkishólmur 05 08 94 and sent from Reykjavík 13 08 94 to 
Norway. Transit cancelled with round LEITH SHIP LETTER AU 18 94 and arrival cancelled 
KRISTIANIA  22 08 94. (The stamp does not belong to the card it has been affixed instead of 

another stamp that has been removed.) 
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Same transport – here to Belgium 
The transport from Reykjavík with cards cancelled 13 AU 94, might be with SS STAMFORD 

belonging to L. Zöllner the Danish businessman living at that time in Newcastle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 aur red, perf. 14 on ship letter from “REYKJAVÍK 8.10.94” to. Copenhagen. Transit mark 
“LEITH SHIP LETTER ? OC 94”, “pr. Princess Alexandra”. 

 
Ísafold - 08. October 1894: “Steamship "Laura" can barely get out today because of bad 
weather, and »Princess Alexandra« did not succeed in reaching the island. Neither will leave 
until the latter part of the day tomorrow.” 
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1895 
 

 
 

Post card REYKJAVÍK 9.11.95, LEITH SHIP LETTER 18.11.1895 to Nürnberg Germany. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post card REYKJAVIK 10.11.95, LEITH SHIP LETTER 18.11.1895 to Denmark. 20.11.95. 
 

 



15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 aur greenish blue of printing III of 1891 on cover sent to Denmark via Scotland canc. 
"REYKJAVÍK 12.11.95". Transit canc. "LEITH SHIP LETTER NO 18 95" and arrival canc. 

"KJØBENHAVN 21.11.95". 
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Reykjavík 19.12.1895 (Must be a mistake – see the following), LEITH SHIP LETTER DE 18 95 

to Copenhagen Denmark. 

 

Pair of 10 aur red carmine canc. "REYKJAVÍK 9.12.95" on cover sent to Denmark. Endorsed 
"Via Scotland" and with "LEITH SHIP LETTER DE 18 95". 
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1896 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MR 26 96 
And the same day: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 aur brown orange 5th printing, perf 14 as additional franking on 8 aur stationary card sent 
from ÍSAFJÖRÐUR 17.3 via ÖNUNDARFJÖRÐUR and LEITH to COPENHAGEN arr. 29. 3 

96. LEITH SHIP LETTER, MR 26 96. 
 
 



18 

 

Two Stationary cards  from the same day to the same recipient 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Stationary from Reykjavik 3 6 86 – LEITH SHIP LETTER JU 19 96 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBrs-Z543RAhVE1ywKHeTzBbkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/ICELAND-Double-Card-5-8aur-8aur-3aur-to-ENGLAND-/270628896094&psig=AFQjCNFCFN7-WmrjZgOALs2sNk_9sPCBtA&ust=1482702417776075
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Coat of arms 10 øre carmine in horizontal pair, tied by 2 clear strikes of star cancel "SMIRIL" 

on preprinted reply-envelope of the 'GRANDS MAGASINS DU PRINTEMPS, PARIS' with 
adjacent lapidar "THORSHAVN 28/11", "LEITH SHIP LETTER DE 8 96" and French railway 

mark. 
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1897 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 øre brown/grey with horizontal pair 1882, 20 øre blue, tied by lapidar cancel "THORSHAVN 
28/4" on registered double rate linen envelope with adjacent boxed "DANEMARK / R / No. 9" 

to Copenhagen. Via LEITH and LEITH SHIP LETTER, MY 4 97, LEITH, EDINBURGH and 
LONDON transit and arrival marks on front and reverse. 
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20 øre blue, star cancel "SMIRIL" with handstamp "TRANGISVAAG 30/4 1897" and 
LEITH SHIP LETTER MY 4 97 to Copenhagen, endorsed "per Smiril via Leith"; on reverse 

transit and arrival marks. 
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21 April 1897. Smiril star cancellation, TRANGISVAAG 30 4 1897 and LEITH SHIP LETTER, 

MY 4 97. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Heinrich Schilling shows JY 22 97 with both Leith Ship Letter and Paquebot. 
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1898 
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1899 
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1900 
 
AP 3  – it is without 0010 The actual missing year for AP 3 -  has been; 1900. A fact stated by 
Ole Svinth – and proven by him.11 
 

 
 

 
10 As far as I know AP 3 (1900) is the only example without a year (I don't believe the example from MY 05 by Orla 
Nielsen in IslandsKontakt # 80 is without year) 
11 It was (and it is) a fact. You can read more about the establishment of the fact – and the proof – in Iceland 
Philatelic Magazine Nr.55 March 2023 – original in IslandsKontakt Nr. 78 2010 
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Later that year the “00” is correct. 
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Two with AU 18 and one with AU 8. Why? 
 

 
 
The number of examples is increasing as the competition is increasing: DFDS, Thore, Wathne 
– so only few examples is shown. 

And it continues – and only some years have been included for illustration 
  



28 

 

 

1902 
 

  

1903 
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1905 

 

1906 

 

http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjdkY_B543RAhUKFSwKHaJZBscQjRwIBw&url=http://www.stampauction.is/details/1905-|-post-card-to-france-via-leith-rare?category_id%3D28&psig=AFQjCNFCFN7-WmrjZgOALs2sNk_9sPCBtA&ust=1482702417776075
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1907 

     
 

 

1909 
 
 

 

End of the continuing use. 
 

1912 
 

And suddenly again – the latest known examples from AU 6 09 and SP 25 09: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.dk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiG9evAn5DRAhXCGCwKHUXiDRQQjRwIBw&url=http://picclick.ie/1926-Iceland-Island-Christian-X-Surcharged-150-311686556009.html&psig=AFQjCNFcCCE4M_3GfsE8n7iaOhBSM_VTlg&ust=1482786221880257
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It is interesting that there are EDINBURGH, LEITH SHIP LETTER and a PAQUEBOT used in 
LEITH. 

Overview.  
 

Ship letter postmarks used on mail from Iceland in Edinburgh, Leith and Granton. 
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